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.1 . ? b e ,nanner on ihe digestion, diminishing the appetite producing min in 
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Zl„J" , T i® duration of the treatment varied from eight davs to eieht 

r ■b™L m ? T - c - ° r lhc P™™ts 19 died, an,I four we”lett „n?elieved of 
sis (vhveSdr^rnh,\ V' ? maD ’ who ? e disease seemed rather to be ulcerated phthi- 
(pHyc.cu/ccrnfa), and a man. above 30 years of aye the hectic fever nm It 
jwctoration graduallydiminished, and thence dtsapplared; the appetite became' 
™r The ml -’ 1 " 1 " lhe pa,ient ; s V renCTh ’ aml a' ^ n ? ,f “ the cuS seeme I per! 
hv Dr MW f was T”'r *1 sisrh * of; h °™er, the woman was seen 

«,dt „7, • " 1,ne a ? enra , ri,s >n the best health. Although the «enend 

author thls laltcr ren,ed y was unfavourable,^vet the 

nor thinks it should be admitted amongst the number of medicines nVpfni .n 
pulmonary phthisis, though its stimulating action on the circulatin'* and nnlmn 

SS C r°! be (i , enied - I»* use is contra-^ndicatedin^cases^hereThe 

te &>;£s^ss.“ any s!?n of uf the " 

1-. Nil-rate of Strychnine in Pnrabmis. —Dr. Kohler states that th»c ariinio 

fromcerih«l d l" ' hC B , 0, li " Hos P iwt > in several cases of paralysis, arisin" iither 
eighth Of ?™ !‘®tnorrhage, poisoning with lead, rheumatism. or tabes” The 
dadv a, thf* 3S m ‘” d wi i h „ ,en "rn.ns of ’sugar, and one powdbr given 
rpm ; : i ‘ the commencement. After a lapse ol eight or ten davs or when the 

twice a ch’ m The “° effe ? t ','i le was administered 
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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


more considerable doses produced any remarkable influence on the eaneliomV 
nervous system. It was almost always well supported by the stomach* and in a 
very few cases only, gave rise to vomiting. In a short time after ite adminis 
tration, the pulse became more frequent and full, the temperature of the skin 
more elevated, the cheeks slightly red, and the increased warmth was followed 
by a gentle and universal perspiration, which produced a sensation of relief to 
the patient. The remedy did not seem to increase any other secretion than tlm 
of perspiration. In cases where small doses only were administered, the patients 
experienced slight pains, and a sensation of liffness and weakness in the affected 
part, which rendered them unwilling and aaj capable of making any efforts with 
their limbs (where the latter were only partially paralyzed); however, after the 
. a few hours, the same parts recovered their former power of motion with 
a ieeling of increased activity and strength. Higher doses ofthestrychnine pro- 
duced flashings of the eyes, convulsions of the limbs, and in some cases espe- 
cially in females, violent and general convulsions, accompanied with quick res- 
piration and a complete periodic suspension of the breath. When the intellec¬ 
tual faculties became affected, the eflect manifested itself in prostration, depres¬ 
sion of the spirits, and a strong tendency to cry. Other patients were affected in 
an opposite manner, and laughed excessively, even on the slightest occasion In 
some individuals ot nervous temperament, the sensibility towards external'im¬ 
pressions was so great, that they oroke out into an uncontrollable fit of violent 
laughter as soon as they were touched with the finger. In a few cases it was im- 



|,u.u ... .ucmcai, aim ucuu-ucue, memopiysis, symptoms or cerebral 
apoplexy, and general fever. Hence its use is contraindicated in individuals of 
a plethoric temperament, where the pulmonary system is easily excited or where 
there is any marked tendency towards congestion of the chest or head. 

Strychnine seems to produce an excitation of the whole nervous system and 
particularly of the vertebral nerves, together with a secondary action on the vas¬ 
cular system and organs ol secretion; but it does not communicate any durable 
increase of force or power. Hence it seems much better adapted for cases where 
the excitability has been simply exhausted by frequent action of some powerful 
or specific stimulus, where the power of the nervous system seems to slumber 
and to require nothing but a proper excitant to bring it into action. In case* of 
general feebleness, or true exhaustion of the vital force, it generally produces 
more injury than benefit. Hence we should always begin with small doses 
given at considerable intervals, and increase the quantity very gradually in 
order to keep pace with the increased action of the nervous system, and avoid 
producing the exhaustion which accompanies this artificial excitement. As tu 

the effects ol the remedy in cases of paralysis, there were some fortunate_*otne- 

times no result occurred,—the latter was much more frequent than the former 
In a very few instances only was the cure complete, that is to say, the member' 
which were partially or completely paralyzed recovered complete power of 
motion, and this stale continued during the eight to twelve weeks’ employment 
of the remedy. It generally produced, lor the first few days of its employment, a 
manifest amelioration; but in most cases it was impossible to obtain any further 
relief, even by considerable increase of the dose. On the contrary, where the 
dose was elevated, in the hope of keeping up the improvement manifested in the 
earlv sta»p. the sfrrrhnim» nmitupml j u.. i__•_• . 


out wnen the dose was increased to two-eighths once or twice daily, it very often 
occasioned some of the accidents above mentioned, and it became necessary to 
suspend the remedy altogether. In cases of this kind, it was generally necessary 
to abandon this mode of treatment without reserve, as the patients could never 
again bear even the smallest dose. Authors recommend the external use of 
strychnine m cases of a desperate nature, where stimulants of every kind have 
already been employed m vain, and say that from one-eighth to two-eighths of a 
gram, mixed with from one to two grains of sugar, is well supported and some¬ 
times produces beneficial effects. When this remedy was tried externally at the 
Berlin Hospital, it very soon produced pains and stiffness in the paralysed limbs, 
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which, however, diminished after the lapse of a few hours ti, v ,, 

bers were much less atfected. The most beneficial resold T ?. healt , h )' mem- 
of paralysis from lead, and after them in rheumatic a§T TOs |is *? “ cases 
paralysis, resulting from cerebral hemorrhage n much ml 5 ?? a p ,ns I 

when given for tabes dorsalis, instead of doin- »ood it^ccelfra.L , 1 , 6 d ’ ? nd 
the disease.— Ibid. ° ° ooa > “ accelerated the inarch of 
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smelter, 47 years of a*re while enoao«>H in * AJr - IVoHLR R-—An ore- 

of the fluid into his right shoe. The’so e ofthe f«« ™ etal f oured a quantity 
ner, and the whole of",he tendons, neTves and SSE^Skrf W 
eiposed, exactly as in an anatomical DreDaratinnT’h . ,hls rvgiun were 
ihe hospital of La Charitd a few hours aher iSaccide^wn^smoT^sT 511 ' 10 
general fever. Some alleviation was nrodnre-l hi- hiiJf! .* ympt ° , ? s of severe 
applications, and an antiphlogistic regimen AftjJ? k° 1* ettlD f’ Wlt 1 co,d local 
patient, who had been aSomed Yo7h?freo «rL2Sj Bp8C 3 few ***>' lh « 
with delirium tremens, and the agitation of thp ininrf!/ 1 ?° U t ,(1 l 01 ^’ Was seized 
constant motion, finally excited an attack if ctanus TI,^’ *' “ ch h s kept in 
combated with the potash bath frictions slum. Th f " ew ac «dent was 

ment with opium, Feeches to the neck and the mfiTtiaFuse^f ^ oint ' 

water. As these remedies produced ettb , " i™ use of opium and laurel- 

and an ounce of distilled water eontiinin.. thr“ ” , Vn ’ " llh a 1 ‘Kattire, 

twice; ’the body was once or 

however, seemed to exercise no influence on the disuseTt. , Th remei| y. 

Ss?" 1 bl00d - Tl,e "* of ‘ he body presented e n a othL e g e woS,y W1 m' 
advance^a^the*theory or«rfence UC ftwiUhardly bT,!T h 

of this olservation holds goj a, the present tfJie p‘? P "l Cd " ,a ' ,he revers J e 
c*to7Sbt7^Se, haSbeenaCqUired ’ " ,11Ch ^ perhaps Scarcely 
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